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WOMEN'S 50 WOMEN-LED
DAY 2026 PRACTICES
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INDIA

Every woman carries a quiet power within her. When she recognises i, she transforms
not only herself, bur the environmenr she shapes. Architecture and design, once defined
by a singular narrarive, now evolve through diverse voices and authentic authorship.
SHAKTI 50 emerges as an inquiry into women who are not merely participaring in
design, but leading it - independently, intentionally, and unapologetically. These Design
Shakris honour the legacy of those before them while expanding it through work that
creates tangible impact. They redefine the design paradigm with conviction, clarity, and
influence. In doing so, they move from the margins to the forefront - as founders
acrively shaping the built environment and the sociery it reflecrs.




MONA DOCTOR-PINGEL
STUDIO NAQSHBANDI | PONDICHERRY

“Women are the change-m:lkers and the upho[ders of a value-
based society,” says Mona IJUCtm'-Pingel. founder of Studio
Naqshbandi, an architecture practice deeply rooted in the
ethos and p]1i|050phy of Auroville, She is the author of two
books documenting the works of Poppo Pin.;_;el and Piero &
Gloria Cicionesi, published as  pare of the Series of
Munographs on Auroville Architects by Mapin Publishing in
2012 and 2018. Mona advocates a holistic appmach to the
science of |.)ui]ding1 empluying bi()lugi::ally t'nh;mcing and
erlvirn)llmenmlly responsib]e tec]mu]ogies gruunded in the
local climate and cultural context. By integrating architecture,
imnterior design, and landscaping within each pmject, her
studio creates cohesive environments that heig]]ren the SENSOTY
experience of the built form.

FHOTO: COURTESY OF STULNO MAQSHBAMNDI

105 WWW. THEARCHITECTSDIARY .COM

PRATHIMA SEETHUR
WRIGHT INSPIRES | BENGALURU

Prathima believes that women must ;melify their innate
instincts of care and nurture into broader societal sp]lt'res,
helping restore the balance that shapes  contemporary
communites. Under the t]mughrﬁ.l] [e;\dt‘rship of PrincipuI
Architect Prathima Seethur, Wroght Inspires approaches
:I.rL'IliEeCElJl't' 45 an ﬂVUlVi]'lg dia]ngut' bﬂ[Wee]] peuple :lI'ld pfu(.‘e..
light and shadow. earth and sky. She designs spaces that breathe
- environments where air moves freely, sunlight becomes a
building material. and walls do more than enclose, they
nurture. C[illl;l[ﬂ, L'Ulfuﬂi. Hlld context F()rlTl El]t‘ foundati()ll Ur
her W(}rk. S]]E bt‘lii‘_‘\"ﬁ.‘i design Slll'JLlld lfﬂ'lel'gt' Fl'()ﬂl t]le ll‘nd a[l{.‘]
its stories rather than exist independently of them.
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